DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

The war between Prussia and Austria had now
been successfully engineered by Bismarck, and it
broke out in June. Of the more important northern
German States, Saxony, Hesse, and Hanover (the
King of which was the blind son of Queen Victoria's
Uncle, Ernest, Duke of Cumberland) sided with
Austria : other States such as Coburg, Anhalt, and
Mecklenburg remained neutral. Austria suffered an
overwhelming defeat at Koniggratz on July 3,
and there remained the German States to be settled
with. The Prussians crossed the Hessian frontier ;
there was fighting at Aschaffenburg, and the sound of
the guns was heard in Darmstadt. In two days the
Hessians lost eight hundred men, but no serious
resistance was possible or even contemplated, and
they retreated.

On the outbreak of war Princess Louis had sent
her two daughters, Victoria and Elizabeth, to
England to stay with their grandmother; they
attended their Aunt Helena's wedding, for which the
Queen provided them with new frocks. She herself
remained at Darmstadt, for, in a few weeks, she was
expecting another baby ; she wanted to remain as
far as possible in touch with her husband, who was
in command of a brigade of Hessian cavalry, and her
mother-in-law, whose three sons were all serving,
was in sore need of her companionship and support.
Equipment was urgently wanted in field-hospitals,
for Hesse had been utterly unprepared for war,
and Princess Louis was busy collecting sheets, old
linen and rags, and making shirts. She begged her
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